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A community of justice in a culture of consumerism and materialism through
the practice of generosity.
1 Timothy 6:2b-19
These are the things you are to teach and insist on. If anyone teaches
otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, they are conceited and understand nothing.
They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words
that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction
between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who
think that godliness is a means to financial gain. But godliness with
contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can

take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with
that. Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But
you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of
the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession
in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God, who gives life to
everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate
made the good confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot
or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring
about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable
light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever.
Amen. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation
for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
Generosity Prayer
Godliness with contentment is great gain. We bring nothing into this world,
and we take nothing out of it. We who call Jesus Lord devote ourselves to
resisting greed, which plunges the human heart into ruin, and pierces it with
many griefs. We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts, fixing
our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth. We desire to be rich in
good deeds and willing to share all that we have, laying up for ourselves
treasure that will not decay but will shine in the age to come. Amen.

What is “Biblical Justice?”
Hebrew: “tsedekah” & “mishpat”
Micah 6:8
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy [tsedekah & mishpat]
and to walk humbly with your God.
Isaiah 6:17
Learn to do right; seek justice. [tsedekah & mishpat]
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;
plead the case of the widow.
Genesis 18:18-19
Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on
earth will be blessed through him. For I have chosen him, so that he will direct
his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing
what is right and just [tsedekah and mishpat], so that the Lord will bring about
for Abraham what he has promised him.
Isaiah 6:17
Learn to do right; seek justice. [tsedekah & mishpat]
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;
plead the case of the widow.

The quality of your faith will be judged by the quality of justice in the land; and
justice in the land will be judged by how the weakest and most vulnerable
groups in society fared while you were alive.
Living in the way of Jesus (or following the way of Jesus, or practicing the way
of Jesus) will always push us towards the most vulnerable people in our
society.
“Righteousness is a pattern of life [Rule of Life], not merely specific acts. What
is at stake is personhood, not merely performance, disposition rather than
mere deeds; character behind and beyond conduct…this kind of life and
behavior has a religious dimension as well as an ethical one… ‘righteousness’
refers to the moral quality that establishes right order and ‘justice’ refers to the
moral quality that restores that order when disturbed…The righteous are
willing to disadvantage themselves to advantage the community. The wicked
are willing to disadvantage the community to advantage themselves.”
- Bruce Waltke
Matthew 25:34-40
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came
to visit me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did
we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?” The King will
reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”

Matthew 25:41-45
“Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.” They also will answer, “Lord, when did
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in
prison, and did not help you?” He will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”
Generosity & Simplicity
1 Timothy 6:10
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many
griefs.
1 Timothy 6:17-19
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In
this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

